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consultation with the Director’s Office and Ranger Command Staff, we will develop a plan to 
implement the requirements of HB-11 and incorporate the additional personnel by strategic 
placement in response to the state’s need to battle continued threats and provide effective 
assistance to local, state and federal law enforcement agencies.      
  
 House Bill 2053 - outlines assistance the Department will provide to Child Protective 
Services in searching for unlocatable children, who are the subject of serious allegations of 
abuse or neglect. The bill is named after Colton Turner, a 2-year-old child, whose remains were 
found in Travis County in 2014, leading to the arrest of his mother and a companion. Often, 
case workers are unable to find a child connected to a serious allegation and during this time 
the child’s safety remains in jeopardy. In 2005, legislature authorized the “Child Safety Check 
Alert List”, which provides an avenue for local law enforcement, through documentation, to 
place unlocatable children and their families in a database which is searchable by law 
enforcement. This bill causes the responsibility of these entries to be made with the Department 
of Public Safety’s Texas Crime Information Center. As important, HB 2053 mandates additional 
training to educate all Texas peace officers on the application of the alert list. The Texas Crimes 
against Children Center will assist in providing training and resources to law enforcement in the 
protection of children.       
  
 House Bill 1690 – transferred duties, changed the prosecution venue of state employees 
and state officers accused of certain offenses, and created the “Public Integrity Unit” within the 
Texas Rangers. Public Corruption is high on the department’s list of investigative priorities, as 
the breach of trust undermines the confidence in public officials. In the past, a significant 
number of these allegations were investigated and prosecuted by the Travis County District 
Attorney’s office. This bill places the responsibility of the investigation of public integrity offenses 
with the Texas Rangers, requiring the division to establish a new unit. The Texas Ranger 
Division will develop a strategy and policy to implement the requirements of this bill and to 
ensure we remain unbiased and non-political in its application, that we always do what is right, 
and that our investigations will be based on truth and fact. 
   
 The Rangers, as always, will continue to work in partnership with local prosecutors in the 
pursuit of public integrity investigations. The respect of a Texas Ranger is not based on a badge 
and a gun, but is earned through the trust and confidence of the public by continuing the 
dedicated service to Texas through unquestioned competence and integrity.   
  
   
 

- 7/30/2015 - 


